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21st CENTURY CURES ACT
The 21st century act was signed into law in the year 2016 by the then president Obama after having passed by the congress house. Its main goal was to help in modernizing and personalizing of the health care by encouraging more innovations and streamlining the healthcare system. So far, the 21st century cures act has helped in streamlining both the drug and the device development process while unleashing the powers confined into the digital medicine as well as the social media at the delivery phase of the treatment. 
Together with other presidential initiatives, there have been an investment close to 1.8$ billion in the national institute of cancer with the objective of transforming cancer research by majorly employing the usage of health IT. Through the cure act, there have been a massive investment in the brain initiative with an aim of understanding the brain by use of innovative technologies and developing new ways in which diseases associated with the brain can be treated.  In technology wise, the cure act has addressed interoperability and data blocking. 
So far in terms of digital health landscape, digital interoperability is not far away in the horizon, there have been a lot of achievements. For instance exchange of the health information might not necessarily be about the movement of data but rather involves sharing of data with all parties. By doing so, the healthcare sector has been able to leverage on the information available and therefore increasing the capacity to improve care for everyone. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	There have been concerns about the social and ethical considerations of the cure act. Critics for instance question the provision that bring in new forms of drugs and devices directly into the market much faster without much information from the clinical trials regarding the safety and the effectiveness of such kind of drugs. It points out a serious tradeoff that exists due to a faster drug approval and the safety of the patients involved.  In this case, patients that are in dire need for the cure act are those that suffer from rare conditions. For such patients, any treatment that seems “experimental” is important to help cope with their conditions. In conclusion, the movement towards innovation should be essential and not exploitative in any way. There should be much efforts coupled with normative values, evidence standards as well as robust evidence to ensure that there is proper safety of patients as well as the health market.  
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